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OVERVIEW
WHAT IS MUSIC?
Music is a Science
It is a discipline that demands exact acoustics. A conductor’s full
score is a chart, a graph that indicates frequencies, intensities,
volume changes, melody and harmony all at once and with a
consideration and control of time.

Music is Mathematical
It is rhythmically based on the subdivisions of time in fractions that must be
done instantaneously, not worked out on paper.

Music is a Foreign Language
Most of the terms are in Italian, German or French. The notation is not
English, but a highly developed kind of shorthand that uses symbols to
represent ideas. The semantics of music is the most complete and universal
language.

Music is History
Music usually reflects the environment and times of its creations, often the
country of origin. An important event in history or in our personal life can be
associated with a piece of music.

Music is Physical Education
It requires coordination of fingers, hands, arms, lip, cheek and facial muscles,
in addition to extraordinary control of the diaphragmatic, back, stomach and
chest muscles, which respond instantly to the sound the ear hears and the
mind interprets.

Music is Art
It allows a human being to take all the dry, sometimes boring (but difficult)
techniques and use them to create emotion which appeals to human feelings
in the way no other subject can.

MUSIC MAKES A DIFFERENCE
Every human has musical aptitude – the inborn capacity to respond to musical
sound and to control bodily movement in order to create music. Although
aptitude varies among individuals, all children have the ability to achieve
musically and will be greatly influenced by the timing and quality of their earliest
experiences. Research suggests that music is the earliest human intelligence
to reveal itself. The first ten years of a child’s life are crucial. It is important for
parents to expose their child to lots of music, such as listening to music when
the child goes to bed or singing to the child during play. During the first ten
years, if a child is exposed to quality musical experiences, then his/her aptitude
and potential will be elevated.
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The ancient Greek philosopher, Plato extolled the benefits of music on the
human being. “Music is a moral law. It gives a soul to the universe, wings to
the mind, flight to the imagination, a charm to sadness and life to everything.”

POSITIVE EFFECTS OF MUSIC
Early positive musical experiences are important for children. Children take to
music naturally. Musical sounds are among the first stimuli infants respond to
and toddlers weave music into their activities. Children bring music into their
games and their interactions with peers and adults. Music links children to
theirs, and the cultures of others, enabling them to enjoy thinking and emotional
experiences from throughout the world.
Musical activities provide children with important experiences that can help
them develop physical coordination, timing, memory, visual, aural and
language skills. When children work to increase their command of music and
exercise musical skills in the company of others, they gain important experience
with self paced learning, mental concentration and a heightened personal and
social awareness.

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA
Criteria for this program include:
• Remaining open to continual learning – Students must show a
positive attitude towards music and a determination to succeed
•

Persisting – Sticking to it! Persevering in a task through to completion;
remaining focused; looking for ways to reach your goal when stuck; not
giving up

•

Musical aptitude – Students demonstrate the ability to acquire
knowledge and skills in music

•

Striving for accuracy – Students must show responsibility by being
punctual and prepared for lessons, rehearsals, performances, camps
and completing tasks that are given. This includes having the correct
equipment and having full and appropriate uniform organised for
performances.

•

Thinking interdependently – Instrumental students are part of a team
and all students need to be committed to the program as individuals and
working together as band members.

•

Managing impulsivity – Thinking before acting; remaining calm,
thoughtful and deliberate

Parental involvement has a large impact on instrumental music outcomes.
Support and encouragement are needed to establish and maintain a work
environment in which to practice. This includes monitoring of weekday practice.
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Students are required to complete, with their parents, an Expression of Interest
form. This form is available at the information and recruitment evening or the
school office.

COMPONENTS OF THE PROGRAM
The Department of Education, Training and Employment provides a teacher to
instruct the students on the woodwind, brass and percussion instruments of a
band.

CURRICULUM
The instrumental music program has as its primary goal the provision of the
opportunity to experience the expressive qualities of music through learning an
instrument and to participate in performance ensembles such as concert bands.
The program helps students to become more sensitive and creatively aware
consumers of music. Students are provided a variety of styles and experiences
in music that will be of benefit to themselves, the school and the wider
community. Instrument specific technical skills, solo and ensemble
performance skills form the core of the teaching content.

LESSONS
Small group lessons for a half hour, once a week, are timetabled during school
time. Lessons are on a rotational basis so students do not miss the same thirty
minutes of class time each week.

BAND
Students learning instruments must become members of the school band
program. Wynnum State School has a junior and senior concert band. It is
expected that beginners join the junior concert band and then are invited to join
the senior concert band when they have reached a level of proficiency.
Rehearsals are held from 7:45am to 8:40am on the day the teacher attends to
give lessons. It is important that students are punctual to these rehearsals to
achieve success.

UNIFORM
Band shirt – purchased from the Uniform Shop, long black pants, black socks
and black lace up shoes.

PRACTICE
Regular daily practice is essential. It is expected that beginners should practice
a minimum of 5 times a week for 20 minutes to make steady progress.
Practice is checked by the instrumental music teacher. Active parental
involvement in student’s practice gives a much greater chance of success.

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC LEVY
All students, irrespective of using own or loaned instrument, are required to pay
a $25.00 levy for music, photocopying & competition/eisteddfod fees etc.
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MUSIC FOLDER
Beginning students will be required to purchase a Wynnum State School ‘Music
Folder from the office for $15. This folder will belong to the student throughout
their time in the program from Year 4-6.

INSTRUMENT SELECTION
Choice of instrument for a student depends heavily on correct balance of the
band. A thirty piece band would consist of five flute, eight clarinet, one bass
clarinet, two alto saxophone, two tenor saxophone, four trumpet, three
trombone/euphonium, one tuba and four percussion players.
The instrumental music teacher’s choice of instrument for students is
dependent on physical and musical attributes. Students will have the
opportunity to discuss their preferences, however final decision making will be
the instrumental music teacher’s responsibility.

COMMITMENT
Being offered a place in the instrumental music program is a privilege and
students are required to make a commitment to the program for the full
duration. This continuity is important to allow students to have the opportunity
to achieve success. Only under special circumstances and with teacher
parent consultation will students be allowed to withdraw from the program at
the conclusion of the school year.

ACCEPTANCE PROCESS
1. A Program Acceptance Notification is sent home informing parents of a
child’s acceptance into the school program. This letter also states the
instrument the child will be learning to play.
2. Parents must discuss the commitment required with the child and
determine if, as a family, this commitment can be sustained for the three
year period.
3. Should the offer be accepted parents are required to sign the Instrumental
Music Program Agreement of Commitment form and return to school.

OBTAINING AN INSTRUMENT
A limited number of instruments are available for loan from the school. The
Instrument Hire Fee is $150.00 including GST.
As a rule, school loans are:
• one year for trombone, alto saxophone, flute, clarinet and trumpet.
(Students would need to purchase or privately hire their own instruments
after this time) and
• three years for bass clarinet, euphonium, tuba, french horn and tenor
saxophone.
Percussion students require a small personal glockenspiel, drum pad and
sticks.
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On receipt of the acceptance letter, it is a requirement that parents who wish to
be considered for school instrument hire, must put this request in writing and
lodge it at the front office by the due date. If you do not state that you are
interested in hiring at this stage and you have accepted a place in the program,
it will be assumed that you are purchasing an instrument.
According to availability of school instruments, these will be allocated. A
Musical Instrument Loan Agreement form must be completed and returned to
school. The $150 levy must be paid or a payment plan negotiated with the
principal.
The allocated instrument will be sent home – week three – once some music
instrument handling, assembling and playing skills have been taught.
When purchasing an instrument, it is best to seek out professional advice
from a music retailer who will be able to discuss your needs and those of your
child. Rental arrangements can be made through many of the music retailers
as well as purchasing outright. Advice is particularly important if you are looking
at a second hand instrument. Purchasing a quality instrument is crucial to the
learning process.
If an instrument is purchased it will need to be set up, ready to play, by week
three of Term 1.
NEVER PERSONALLY ATTEMPT TO REPAIR OR SERVICE AN
INSTRUMENT. IF THERE IS A PROBLEM, ADVISE THE INSTRUMENTAL
MUSIC TEACHER.
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RESPONSIBILITIES
PARENTS/CAREGIVERS
•
show an interest in the music study of your children
•
arrange a quiet place for practice without interruption
•
arrange a regular time for practice
•
never make fun of strange sounds that might come from the instrument
when a student starts to play
•
provide a safe area for instrument storage
•
buy music books and accessories as requested by the instrumental music
teacher
•
ensure student is on time for rehearsals and performances
STUDENT
•
practise regularly, twenty minutes minimum for five days per week – 100
minutes per week
•
become a member of a school band
•
attend all lessons, rehearsals and camps as required
•
take part in all performances
•
care for instrument, uniform and music resources

This is one of the greatest opportunities afforded to students. We will look
forward to enjoying many years of music making together.

John Cosic & Vivienne Thomas
Instrumental Music Teachers
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