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‘Becoming intelligent citizens of today for tomorrow’

Growing the
Habits of Mind

Thursday 22 July
Junior and Senior Carnivals will be held separately on
the same day as follows:
Junior (Prep to Year 3) - morning session from 9am
to 10.30am.
Senior (Years 4 to 6) - middle and afternoon session
from 11.15am to 2.45pm.

Contacts
ECDP
38935158
Dental Service (off site)
1300300850
Uniform shop
38935118
Cafeteria
38935128
Website address: https://wynnumss.eq.edu.au
Executive Services
38935111

BASE committee
Wynnum Wahoos Swim Club

33965368
33965368

Wynnum PCYC School age care absentee line text 0429879913
- child’s name, session and date of absence.
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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
We welcome back students and parents to Term 3. Following the Lockdowns and the number of COVID cases
in NSW we consider ourselves very fortunate.
It is a pleasure and honour to continue as the Acting Principal for Term 3. We again have a busy term ahead
with the continuation of our school’s improvement strategy, acknowledgement of NAIDOC Week and staff
changes.
Teachers will continue to address the Annual Improvement Strategy of Deepening Teacher Knowledge of the
Australian Curriculum, through the review of assessment tasks for students to ensure consistency against the
Australian Curriculum Achievement Standards. Student achievement against these standards is communicated
to parents through individual report cards.
Report cards were sent home at the end of Term 2, and parents have now had an opportunity to read an d
consider the information conveyed. If you have questions or need additional information then please contact
your child’s homeroom teacher directly. At the P&C meeting scheduled for 19 August, time will be set aside to
explain how the report cards are compiled and to seek feedback from parents to inform future reporting so that
this occurs with clarity.
Wynnum State School is proud to be on Quandamooka land, and boasts a large representation of students who
identify as Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander. It is important for to us to acknowledge NAIDOC week within
our school community, and as NAIDOC week fell during the school holidays, we at Wynnum State School will
be acknowledging NAIDOC week during weeks 1 and 2 this term, through assemblies and homeroom teachings.
Teachers will extend their knowledge of Aboriginal culture and history when they attend a session at Moreton
Bay Environmental Education Centre (MBEEC) led by Matty Burns. Matty is a proud Quandamooka man, and
an educator who works in collaboration with MBEEC to educate students and adults. In keeping with this year’s
theme Heal Country, Matty will continue our place-based context and share Quandamooka history and culture
with teachers.
In homeroom, teachers will explore the theme with key questions
-

Who are the Traditional Owners of Country where our school is located?
What does it mean to care for Country, what does it mean to be a caretaker?
Why do we need to care for Country?
How can we care for Country?
How are we connected to Country?
Why do we need to heal the Country?
What do we need to do to heal the Country?
What does it mean to Acknowledge Country?

We strive to embed Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander knowledge and history into our teaching. Further on in
the newsletter you will see evidence of how this occurs in Science and Literature, supporting the teaching of
English and Humanities.
Together we are the village that raises the child. Teaching and valuing Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
knowledge and culture is an ongoing priority.
Sonya Wilson
Acting Principal

Preps have been enjoying using the
story stones to create their own
stories

Back to Menu
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INVITATION FOR FAMILIES AND COMMUNITY MEMBERS – RECONCILIATION ACTION PLAN
Across Australia organisations are developing Reconciliation Action Plans. The RAP Program contributes to
reconciliation by supporting organisations to develop respectful relationships and create meaningful
opportunities with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.
Families and community members are invited to join with staff in the planning of the Wynnum State School
Reconciliation Action Plan.
The 2021 National NAIDOC Poster,
‘Care for Country’ was designed by
The first meeting of the Wynnum SS RAP
Gubbi Gubbi artist Maggie-Jean
working Party will be:
Douglas.
• Thursday 22 July
The artwork explores how Country
• 3:00 to 3:45pm
has cared for and healed First
• Administration block
Nations
people
spiritually,
physically, emotionally, socially and
To confirm your interest please email or
culturally.
call the office.
The artwork includes communities,
people, animals and bush medicines
Sarah Round – Guidance Officer
spread over different landscapes of
sroun2@eq.edu.au 38935111
red dirt, green grass, bush land and
coastal areas.

SCHOOL OPINION SURVEY
The annual suite of School Opinion Surveys will be conducted in Term 3 and will close on 30 July 2021. All
families, school staff and students in target year levels (5 and 6) will be invited to participate. We encourage you
to take this opportunity to have your say about what our school does well, and how we can improve.
An invitation to complete the Parent/Caregiver Survey will be emailed to one parent/caregiver per family in the
week beginning 5 July. The invitation will be sent from the Department of Education, not the school, and it will
have the subject line School Opinion Survey for parents and caregivers, 2021. Please check your junk email
folders if you can’t find it. The survey can be completed as soon as the invitation is received and will take
approximately 5 minutes using a computer, tablet or smart phone.
Parents/caregivers who do not have access to the internet at home are welcome to complete their survey online
at the school. School computers will be available in the library before and after school.
Students in Years 5 and 6 will receive an email to their school email account by Friday 15 July. Each of the
homerooms will be provided with time during Week 2 to complete the survey at school. The survey is voluntary
and completely anonymous.

STAFFING UPDATE
There have been a number of staff changes for Term 3. In the second last week of Term 2 we bade farewell to
Mrs Dee Cook, who has taken a transfer to Toolooa State High School in Gladstone. This transfer puts Mrs
Cook closer to her family and grandchildren. While she was very excited to be moving closer to family, she was
also sad to be farewelling Wynnum State School. Mrs Cook’s role will be filled by Mrs Sara Lawrence. Mrs
Lawrence has previously worked in Special Education, having previously taught in the ECDP. Mrs Lawrence
has been replaced in Year 2 by Mrs Michelle Davis. Mrs Davis is an experienced teacher familiar with the
Wynnum ways as she has worked for a term in Year 6 replacing Mrs Turvey, while Mrs Turvey acted in the
Deputy Principal role. We are grateful to Mrs Turvey for stepping into the role and greatly appreciate the
leadership she was able to provide to the Senior Precinct during this time. Mrs Turvey has been replaced by Mr
Nicholas Akers as acting Deputy Principal, Senior Precinct. We would like to take this opportunity to welcome
Mr Akers to Wynnum State School. Mr Chad Wilson has taken leave for the remainder of the year and will be
replaced in 2HW by Mrs Samantha Aitchison. We welcome back Mrs Aitchison who is familiar to Wynnum State
School, having previously taught in Prep.
Back to Menu
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WELCOME YEARS 4-6 PRECINCT LEADER – MR NICK AKERS
My name is Nick Akers and I have been lucky enough to start working at Wynnum
State School this term as the Years 4-6 precinct Deputy Principal. I have been working
in education for around 10 years now, with roles including deputy principal, master
teacher, SEP case manager and of course classroom teacher. My prior careers include
the IT industry and the Australian Army. I love working in schools and find it a very
rewarding career. My philosophy in teaching is to be firm, fun and fair. With this and
my belief that education is about the whole child, not just grades, I have found success
and passion in what I do. I look forward to getting to know the community and my door
is always open should you wish to meet.

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION
Queensland state schools embrace a multitude of cultural, religious and non-religious
beliefs and encourage students to grow and develop as a whole person, in particular, in
beliefs, values and attitudes. Under the Education (General Provisions) Act 2006, schools
are required to provide regular Religious Instruction if approached by a faith group and
students of that faith attend the school.
Participation in religious instruction is not compulsory. Any student (except Prep students)
may participate in religious instruction if a parent has given consent and indicated a religion
on the Application for Student Enrolment Form or in other written advice to the Principal.
At Wynnum State School students affiliated with Christian based religions are currently offered instruction.
Religious Instruction is delivered by Mrs Melanie Schrodter and her helpers Mrs Lee and Mrs Bayliss, every
second Thursday afternoon to Years 1, 2 and 3 during a thirty minute lesson. Any student not participating in
the official Religious Instruction program will be supervised in their year level. Each lesson includes singing and
bible based learning using the revised Connect curriculum.
Mrs Schrodter is able to address any questions regarding the Religious Instruction program, so please contact
through the school administration if you have any questions.

HABITS OF MIND
This fortnight’s Habit of mind is Thinking and Working Interdependently. Work together! Being able to work and
learn from others in reciprocal situations. Team work!

LOVING LITERATURE FROM MS CONNELL
The online book chosen to bring the Habit of Thinking and Working Interdependently to life is Fraidy Zoo by
Thyra Heder. In this story, a family works together to help a little girl overcome her fear of going to the zoo. The
book also uses a lot of illustrations without words to tell the story, which encourages your Wynnum Warrior or
Warriors to use their words to tell you what they think is going on.

Fraidy Zoo by Thrya Heder - Read Aloud
by Heather's Story Time Corner
Fraidy Zoo by Thrya Heder. It’s a great day to go to the
zoo! As her family hustles to get out the door, Little T lags
behind. She’s afraid to go back to the zoo; the only trouble
is, she can’t remember why. As an ingenious solution to
help her remember, her mum, dad, and sister construct
homemade costumes and act as zoo animals.

Back to Menu
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LIBRARY BUZZ
NAIDOC Week, an annual event, is a celebration of 65 000 years of history,
culture and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.
This year’s NAIDOC Week theme, ‘Heal Country!’, recognises that Country and
our cultural heritage are the essence of who we are. Across homerooms it is an
opportunity for teachers and students to walk and work together and share how
we have cared for Country, land and sea. For our young students it is time to
learn how we can heal and share our cultural strength with the
broader community.
We look forward to our teachers borrowing some of the many books
we have acquired by Indigenous authors and illustrators to engage
in discussions around what it means to care for Country and how
we can care for Country?
National Indigenous Television station, NITV (part of the SBS
family) has been showing episodes of the award-winning
animation Little J & Big Cuz and you can always stream this
anytime on SBS demand. There are two seasons so far!
While NAIDOC week is usually held in the first week of July,
we should all continue to engage in opportunities to learn
more about Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
communities and equally respect their cultures and values as
they do the cultures and values of all Australians.
READING IN AN UNUSUAL SPOT CHALLENGE!
Some very funny and most unusual holidays snaps of students and families reading in
unusual spots are streaming in. You have plenty of time to join the challenge. Here is a
quick prompt of what to do.
What to do:
• Determine different, fun, ‘out of the norm’ and SAFE places you can enjoy reading a book.
• Select a book that makes or infers a connection to your chosen place.
• Find or locate that unusual place to read your chosen text.
• Ask your parent/caregiver to take your photograph reading.
• Email the photograph, listing the title and author of the book to the.principal@wynnumss.eq.edu.au
Mrs Sutton and the Library Team

As part of our community partnership (home and school) we engage with the Premier’s Reading Challenge
in an endeavour to utilise the texts from ‘Loving Literature’ to build the skills of reading for each child.
Students are also provided opportunities to read a variety of texts at school and engage with shared
conversation about the text with their peers, teacher aides, support staff and teachers. The Premier’s
Reading Challenge concludes on 27 August. The challenge is a way to engage our students and set
ourselves a goal for success. We will always make reading a priority here at Wynnum.
Back to Menu
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YEAR 5 –YOUNG WRITER’S WORKSHOP with Mrs Colledge
Moreton Bay Environmental Education Centre (MBEEC), in partnership with the
talented Brisbane based author Samantha Wheeler, conducted the Young Writer’s
Workshop at Newstead House, Brisbane's oldest surviving residence located on the
Breakfast Creek bank of the Brisbane River. This was the perfect place for students
to gain some inspiration for their stories.
Year 5 students, Lisa, Lily, Erin, Jaxon, Oliver, Finn, Kate, Avalon and Marcia were
selected to participate in the three day workshop.
The aim of the Workshop was to extend
students and challenge them as writers.
Students from Wynnum State School,
together with students from other schools in
the Wynnum Manly Schools Education Alliance Cluster, had the
opportunity to explore and engage in activities at Newstead House
before writing and editing their own story.
As part of the authentic writing experience, the students’ stories will be
further edited and then published collectively in a novel, so watch this
space for the book launch.

SCIENCE NEWS with Mrs Crowe
Our Wynnum Warriors were very eager as they arrived at the Science Lab this
week. Each young meteorologist and astronomer began Gathering Data through
all Senses as they started their investigations into ‘Earth and Space Sciences’.
Term Three Investigations for P-3:
Prep - Weather in our World (Identifying weather patterns)
Year One – Changes All Around (Seasonal and Environmental changes)
Year Two – Water in our World (The Water Cycle)
Year Three – Day and Night (Sun, Earth and Moon)
Investigations began this week in coordination with NAIDOC Week. Prep to Year 3 scientists engaged in learning
experiences that explored how our traditional owners understood astronomy. The ‘Emu in the Sky’ and other
Indigenous knowledge of the stars and night sky above us inspired much discussion and expressions of
Wonderment and Awe.

Connections were made between Western science and Indigenous knowledge
which created much engagement and discussion.
The following links show ways in which Indigenous knowledge and Western
science work together.
Before Galileo
Aboriginal knowledge for the science curriculum

Back to Menu
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MUSIC NEWS
St Peter's Fete
Wynnum State School’s Senior Band and Choir have been invited to perform at the St Peter’s Fete on Saturday
24 July at 9:00am. The Fete is held at the St Peter’s Anglican Church - 77 Charlotte Street Wynnum. There will
be entertainment, food, coffee and cake/craft/plant stalls etc. This a great opportunity for students to perform to
the greater Wynnum community, which during these COVID times have been few and far between.
Students will be required to wear their normal school uniform – school polo (not coloured house polo), navy
shorts/skorts, black school shoes and white socks.
Band students will need to bring their instrument, music folder, and their own portable music stand.
Music in the Park
Wynnum State School's Senior Band will be performing at 'Music in the Park' at Manly Markets on Sunday 1
August, 11:20am - 11:50am. Students are to arrive at 10:45am and meet Mr Cosic at the band performance
area under the big tree (near the bus stop) at Manly Bayside Park.

YEAR 5 2021 STUDENT LEADERSHIP PROCESS with Mrs Colledge
The Student Leadership process for the 2021 school year has commenced. During this process the School
Captains, House Captains and Cultural Captains will be decided through democratic process. This process
includes expression of interest, informed nomination, shortlisting of nominees according to selection criteria
including the Habits of Mind, presentation of speeches by final candidates, and voting. Voting involves the
current Year 5 cohort and the teaching staff. The Student Council will be decided upon in Term 1 of the 2022
school year. The leadership process is a reflection of democracy in action.
Throughout Semester 1, the Year 5 students have had many opportunities to Work Interdependently to
demonstrate and further develop their leadership and teamwork skills. Students have authentically utilised the
Habits of Mind at Emu Gully Camp, through Passion Learning and Maths Learning Stations sessions, at
Interschool sport, and in their everyday social and learning interactions. These opportunities will also continue
this term.
The Year 5 teaching team have observed the growth, both in social and learning behaviours, of these Year 5
students. As the senior cohort of 2022, every one of these students has the responsibility of being a role model,
and as such a leader for all the other students in our school. We wish them all the best during final stage of
Leadership selection.

WORKOUT WEEK WITH The Student Council
Get excited….Workout Week is finally here.
This year, this special event will be held in Week 3 of this term. The Student
Council will be hosting a range of activities for each year level such as sack
races, relay races and bean bag throwing. Students will be separated into
their house groups to earn points for the Hadfield Cup. We hope to see you
there and let’s get physical!
Week 3
Tuesday 28 July
Wednesday 29 July
Thursday 30 July
Week 4
Monday 2 August
Tuesday 3 August
Wednesday 4 August
Thursday 5 August

Year 6
Year 5
Year 4

10:55am
10:55am
10:55am

Year 3
Year 2
Year 1
Prep

10:55am
10:55am
10:55am
10:35am
Back to Menu
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COVID REMINDER
We know that you are all familiar with the COVID safe
guidelines, so thank you for remembering to wear your mask
and socially distance. If you are attending a meeting please
sign in through the office and if you or your child are unwell
please stay at home.

LIFE EDUCATION – 17 to 22 August
Cost $9 per student
The P&C will subsidise the cost of the incursion. The cost to
parents will be $4.00 per student. A letter will be sent home this
week with further information.

PYJAMA DAY TERM 2
On behalf of the Student Council and the Wynnum State School community, we would like to thank all those
who participated in the Pyjama Day dress up on the last day school Term 2. The gold coin donations raised
$787.65 for the PJ Foundation which helps kids in foster care. We hope everyone enjoyed their day.

Back to Menu
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SPORT NEWS – 22 JULY SMART MOVES CARNIVAL
Junior Carnival Events:
Sprints
Egg & Spoon races
Jumping Sack races
Target Throw
Tunnel Ball

Senior Carnival Events:
100m Sprint Heats & Hot Lap
High Jump
Shot Put
Tug of War
100m Sprint finals will be held at 1.45 – 2.30pm

ENRICHMENT AND EXTENSION UPDATE with Mrs van Fleet
Wooo hooo! Our first 2021 E & E session for Years 3 - 6 will take place this Friday 16 July. Thank you to all
students who have returned their permission slip to their Homeroom teacher. If you have not received an
information letter with the tear off permission slip from your child, we do have spare copies in the office which
they can access for your signature and return.
Thank you again for your support of this much loved program through the return of permission slips and making
sure all monies are paid by the completion of the program.

AIR CONDITIONING UPDATE
The installation of air conditioning through the Cooler Cleaner Schools Project has been completed. Minor works
still to be concluded include the installation of cages to cover the condensers, this will occur in the coming weeks.
Some classrooms were not included in this roll out so the school will be independently pursuing the installation
of air conditioners in ECDP, staffroom in Lower J Block, a classroom in Upper F Block and the Administration
building.

ICAS FINAL REMINDER
A final reminder that the closing date for online registration and payment for ICAS Competitions 2021 is the 22
July 2021. Please refer to the parent information letter that was emailed home for the website link.

ENROLMENT 2022

Wynnum State School are accepting PREP
ENROLMENTS for 2022. Secure your place now to stay
informed of Transition to Prep program details.

P&C NEWS

Thank you to all our volunteers at the School Disco! Your help was very much
appreciated!
With lots of dancing, playing and ‘glowing’, it was a fun night for all!
We raised funds towards buying laptops for our students.

Back to Menu
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A lot has been happening during the school
holidays. Not only have we had air-conditioners
installed in our classrooms, we now have two big
fans in our Auditorium. Following our successful
grant application, two big fans now decorate our
ceiling. We thank our Vice-President Clair who
organised and managed the installation of the
fans! Thank you, Clair!
Tuckshop update
If you are able to assist in the Tuckshop in the
coming weeks, please see Sharlene and June!
Student Banking Program Please drop your Dollarmites deposit books off at
the cafeteria before school every Thursday. Student Banking will still be
available until the end of July. For further details please visit
www.commbank.com.au/schoolbanking.
P&C Information Links:
https://wynnumss.eq.edu.au/our-community/pandc
(Who we are/Membership Form/Tuckshop Menu/Uniform Price List)
Tuckshop: https://wynnumss.eq.edu.au/facilities/canteen (Tuckshop opening hours/menu/contact)
Wynnum Wahoos: https://wynnumss.eq.edu.au/extra-curricular/clubs-and-societies

The next P&C Meeting is Thursday, 22nd of June at 6pm at the school!

We look forward to seeing you then!
SPREAD THE WORD ABOUT THE QSCHOOLS APP! School newsletters are available electronically. The Qschools app is free to download
via the Apple iTunes, Google Play and Windows stores. Qschools allows you to subscribe, search and ‘favourite’ multiple schools. You
can access latest school news, calendar events, newsletters, annual reports and documents. Our school sends ‘push notifications’ to
advise or remind our school community about upcoming events. To receive automatic updates enable QSchools push notifications in your
phone settings.

SCHOOL CALENDAR 2021

JULY
16
16
19
20
22
22
23
24
26
30
30
AUGUST
1
2
3
4-6
9
11

Enrichment and Extension commences
11.30am Senior School Assembly – 6SB Hosting
2.00pm Whole School Assembly
2.15pm Prep and Year 1 Precinct Assembly – PRBB Hosting
Prep to Year 6 Smart Moves Carnival
P&C Meeting
Enrichment and Extension Week 2
Senior Band and Choir at St Peters Fete
2.00pm Whole School Assembly
11.30am Senior School Assembly – 5NB Hosting
Enrichment and Extension Week 3
Bands by the Bay
2.00pm Whole School Assembly
2.15pm Prep and Year 1 Precinct Assembly – PRRM Hosting
Year 4 Camp
2.00pm Whole School Assembly
EKKA Show Holiday
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12-13
14-22
13
13
16
17
17-22
18
19
20
23
23-27
27
27
30-31
30
31
SEPTEMBER
6
9
10
13
13
14
17
OCTOBER
5
8
22
NOVEMBER
5
19

Year 3 Drama Camp
Science Week
11.30am Senior School Assembly – 5HC Hosting
Enrichment and Extension Week 4
2.00pm Whole School Assembly
2.15pm Prep and Year 1 Precinct Assembly – PRLB Hosting
Life Education
Street Science Show
P&C Meeting
Enrichment and Extension Week 5
2.00pm Whole School Assembly
Book Week
11.30am Senior School Assembly – 5JM Hosting
Enrichment and Extension Week 6
Prep Vision Screening
2.00pm Whole School Assembly
2.15pm Prep and Year 1 Precinct Assembly – PRMM Hosting
2.00pm Whole School Assembly
P&C Meeting
11.30am Senior School Assembly – 5JC Hosting
Rainbow Run
2.00pm Whole School Assembly
2.15pm Prep and Year 1 Precinct Assembly – PRMO Hosting
Last Day Term 3
First Day Term 4
11.30am Senior School Assembly – 4AW Hosting
11.30am Senior School Assembly – 4EC Hosting
11.30am Senior School Assembly – 4PG Hosting
11.30am Senior School Assembly – 4KS Hosting

COMMUNITY NEWS
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