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Tomorrow Starts Today

‘Becoming intelligent citizens of today for tomorrow’

In this newsletter 24 March 2021
Principal’s Message
Habits of Mind
Loving Literature
Library Buzz
Recycling
Emu Gully Camp
Science News
ANZAC
Maths Matters
Sports News
P&C News
Calendar
Community News

Growing the
Habits of Mind

School Holidays
Last day of Term 1 – Thursday 1 April
2021
Term 2 Starts – Monday 19 April 2021

Contacts

SCHOOL WATCH! – With the holidays fast approaching, we need
local communities looking out for our schools. If you do see
something suspicious, please do not intervene. Call the School
Watch number on 13 17 88 and let the local police or State
Government Protective Security Service address the matter.

ECDP
38935158
Dental Service (off site)
1300300850
Uniform shop
38935118
Cafeteria
38935128
Website address: https://wynnumss.eq.edu.au
Executive Services
38935111

,

BASE committee
Wynnum Wahoos Swim Club

33965368
33965368

Wynnum PCYC School age care absentee line text 0429879913
- child’s name, session and date of absence.
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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
The teaching of reading has and continues to be a priority at Wynnum State School. This is reflected in our
Annual Implementation Plan priority of Deepening Teacher Knowledge of the Australian Curriculum in the area
of the teaching, learning and assessing of reading. To this end, a number staff recently attended professional
development as part of a Community of Learning – Reading in the Australian Curriculum. The day was dedicated
to discussing the most recent research on the teaching of reading and the importance of evidenced based
practices. A key message to come out of this professional training was the importance of developing students’
vocabulary, and that this is best done through the reading of quality literature. Loving Literature, which has long
been an established practice at Wynnum State School is a researched and evidenced based practice that sees
students engaging with quality literature. This practice not only allows students to hear the language but, by
parents taking the cognitive load, it frees up young minds, to engage with the topic, the story, to comprehend
the text and to make meaningful connections.
There is a plethora of information available that describes the benefits of reading, and these benefits exist for
young and old brains alike.
The Proven Benefits of Reading with Your Child as described by the Primary English teachers’
Association
Parents and carers who read aloud with children in a secure, safe and comfortable context
motivate their children to read.
Parents’ perceptions, values, attitudes, and expectations play an important role in influencing
their children’s attitudes toward reading, and subsequent literacy development. When children
share a book with someone who makes them feel special, the attitude that reading is
pleasurable is transferred to other reading encounters.
Relationship building
At the core of reading is a relationship and it is the bond between children and parents that is
enhanced through reading together. It only takes ten minutes a day to build this relationship.
Children’s reading improves
The research is conclusive: When parents successfully support their children’s literacy learning from an early
age, everyone benefits. When teachers and parents work together to support children’s reading and academic
success, learning outcomes for all children improve.
Children read more
Students who read with their parents are better prepared for school. They begin school with knowledge of book
language and familiarity with concepts of print. They understand how books work and have many more
exposures to text types and vocabulary.
Children’s self-esteem improves
Knowing someone cares enough to take time out of a busy schedule to give you undivided attention around a
book makes a significant difference to how students perceive themselves as learners and readers. When parents
show an interest in their children’s learning, children respond positively.
Reading unites families through shared stories
When a family reads together, stories form a common ground for communicating. Stories bind families and help
students makes sense of where they fit in the world.
Not only does parent involvement have a specific and profound impact on children’s reading, but also on
children’s language and literacy learning in general. It is through interactions with parents and carers that
children learn new vocabulary, seek clarification of new understandings, and learn to comprehend their
expanding worlds. Talk is the key to reading and writing success. Talking with children (walking to school, at the
table, in the car, bedtime) has a significant effect on literacy learning in general.
So with all these benefits in mind, we have asked a few of our Wynnum Warriors to share their holiday

reading with us. For what better way to demonstrate the importance of life-long learning
and love of reading.

Back to Menu

Page |3

Mrs Crowe’s book stack
Mr Morgan’s book stack

Ms Connell’s book stack

Mrs Wilson‘s book stack
Prep’s book stack

Mrs Sutton‘s book stack

Thank you to these Wynnum Warriors for sharing their holiday reading with us.
Together, we are the village that raises the child.
Sonya Wilson
Acting Principal

HABITS OF MIND
This fortnight’s Habit of mind is Gather Data Through All Senses. Use your natural pathways! Paying attention
to the world around you. Gathering data through all the senses, taste, touch, smell, hearing and sight.

LOVING LITERATURE FROM MS CONNELL
The Habit of Mind this fortnight is Gathering Data Through all Senses. The online
book to bring this Habit to life is The Sound of Silence by Katrina Goldsaito. In this
story, the main character Yoshio searches for the sound of silence. In doing so, he
becomes aware of the many different sounds around him. After sharing this story
together, can you and your Wynnum Warrior find the sound of silence? What sound
do you think is the most beautiful?
Enjoy!
SPREAD THE WORD ABOUT THE QSCHOOLS APP! School newsletters are available electronically. The
Qschools app is free to download via the Apple iTunes, Google Play and Windows stores. Qschools allows
you to subscribe, search and ‘favourite’ multiple schools. You can access latest school news, calendar
events, newsletters, annual reports and documents. Our school sends ‘push notifications’ to advise or
remind our school community about upcoming events. To receive automatic updates enable QSchools push
notifications in your phone settings.
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LIBRARY BUZZ
With Easter holidays looming, it is time to check that you are returning
your library books regularly and thinking about stocking up on your
holiday reading.
So…what’s currently running off the shelves? Well our library is
expanding our graphic novel genre with some
awesome titles available to students. Graphic novels
like comics tend to be particularly captivating for students, with a
combination of text and pictures to provide the context for the story.
Unlike comics that progress the story line forward to the next issue,
Graphic novels are read like a book, they have exciting and complex
plots, characters, and conflicts. The plots have twists and turns.
Don’t forget if your title is not available ask Ms Sellars or Mrs Lakeman
to lock in your name for the next availability.
Another title that has become popular thanks to
Some of our very popular titles…
the donation from a generous Wynnum family, is
the series called, Juliet – nearly a Vet by Australian author and part-time
primary school science teacher, Rebecca Johnson. Suitable for ages 6-8
years old. Reading is so important for language exposure — everyday
conversation is typically not as rich in vocabulary as books.
Though children may not fully comprehend every single word they hear,
this early exposure prepares them for when they may encounter
these words in print.
Researchers have calculated how many words a child would hear
from birth to age five if read to five times a day. Based on their calculations, children
who were read to once or twice a week would hear 63,570 words, while children
who were read to three to five times a week would hear 169,520 words. Daily
reading would result in 296,660 words, and five books a day would result in a
whopping 1,483,300 words heard by age 5!
We thank our Ionian Reading Buddies for
braving the wet conditions on Tuesday
afternoon to visit our eagerly waiting Year 1
students. Our students engaged in reading,
making connections and immersed in
meaningful conversations full of rich
vocabulary. Thank you to Mr Harbinson,
Dean of Analytics & Performance for driving
the students to Wynnum State School in their
school bus and also engaging in reading with
our students.
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RECYCLING WITH MRS HOPE
The TOMRA Recycling bags have been placed at each of the eating areas. Thank you to
those who are thinking about recycling and participating in this programme. All monies
collected benefit the school.
Parents/Carers/Adults - Please discuss at home with your child where to look for the 10c
symbol on the side of containers that are in their lunchboxes or tuckshop orders. Remind
children that only containers with the 10c symbol are eligible to go into the white recycling
bags.
There are some items that are not eligible. Please remember:
•
•
•

No plastic wrap
No plastic ziplock bags
No alfoil

•
•
•

No yoghurt containers
No plain milk containers
No coffee cups

Straws and lids to be removed and placed into the general rubbish bin. Empty out any excess liquid. Please
leave items as is, so that the barcodes can be read by the barcode reader.
A great book to introduce your child to recycling is Michael Recycle by Ellie Bethel and illustrated by Alexandra
Colombo.

THINK BEFORE YOU THROW!
EMU GULLY CAMP

Year 5 campers showing resilience while
enjoying a wet and muddy Emu Gully
camping experience.

Back to Menu

Page |6

SCIENCE NEWS with Mrs Crowe
The Science Lab has been truly alive with eager Prep to Year Three biologists!
Absolute exclamations of Wonderment and Awe were echoing from the lab last week
as visiting classes witnessed our resident blue crayfish shed his exoskeleton and then
the crayfish ate it! Our young Wynnum Warriors witnessed true biology and life cycle
stages happening naturally in front of their own eyes with no screen necessary! Our
‘Cray-Cray’ is looking very cool in his new blue suit now!
Year Two continued their investigations into Life Cycle stages Gathering Data
through all Senses as they observed the growth and changes in our mealworms. The
students Strived for Accuracy as they made recordings in their Mealworm Diary and
concentrated very hard on making their models of life stages (part of assessment for
Biological Sciences).

For your family diary… EARTH HOUR Saturday 27 March at 8:30pm… turn off your lights to help save our
world and enjoy family time in candle or torch light. For more information and registration
www.earthhour.org.au
Science is happening everywhere right now in our great city of Brisbane. Many free events to enjoy and learn
from. Remember to check out the display outside the Science Lab for information or visit the websites below for
more information and events at ‘Curiosity’ and the upcoming ‘World Science Festival: Brisbane’!
https://www.worldsciencefestival.com.au/
https://curiocitybrisbane.com/
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ANZAC DAY CEREMONY 2021
Wynnum State School has a long-standing tradition of holding ANZAC day
ceremonies and laying of wreaths to honour and commemorate the many
Australians and New Zealanders who have served and died during all wars.
On Friday 23 April, we will commemorate ANZAC Day with our service
commencing at 9:00am in Mega Central. The school band and choir will be
part of the service. To comply with the COVIDSafe planning requirements
this year, we will have to limit numbers.
The ANZAC Students’ Commemorative
service - This service is conducted
annually for students in South East
Queensland
at
the
Shrine
of
Remembrance, in Brisbane’s ANZAC
Square.
Our School Captains will
represent Wynnum State School at this ceremony, in a solemn
commemoration observance on Thursday, 22 April.
Wynnum RSL Ceremony - Six of our Wynnum State School leaders have
been invited to attend a wreath laying ceremony at the Wynnum RSL’s
carpark where the ceremony will be held.
There will be an invitation next week to parents whose children are involved
in the Service and those students are in the Senior Band & Choir, as they will be performing. Unfortunately due
to COVID we please ask that only one parent per student attend. Please RSVP promptly through the Eventbrite
Invitation.

MATHS MATTERS with Mrs Lentakis and Mrs van Fleet
What’s going on: Last month, twelve of our Year 6 students were immersed in Mathematical Mindsets Day at
Brisbane Bayside State College (BBSC). The key message was ‘Every person is
a maths person’. Isabelle, Kaleigh, Freya, Francesca, Isla, Ella, Bella, Amy, Ryder,
Chayse, Reg and Te Kaea reflected upon and shared their personal mindsets
(growth or fixed) when working mathematically. They acknowledged that working
with students from other primary schools was so valuable, learning from others. It
was also reassuring to hear other students talking about their ‘blockers’ and
‘obstacles’ and the strategies they have
developed to overcome these.
As parents and carers, the messages we share has a huge influence on our
children. Remember to encourage the key learning behaviours and Habits of
Mind.
‘Have a go’ together: Here’s an open ended problem our Year 6 students
worked on.

SPORTS NEWS
Wondall Road Challenge
Friday 13 March saw 38 Wynnum Warriors jump on board a bus and head to Moreton Bay College for the annual
Wondall Rd Swim Challenge (formerly known as Schools with Pools). This for some, was their first official swim
meet against other schools, but nerves were overcome as they dived into the water and swam with true Wynnum
Warrior spirit. It was an exciting day with lots of personal best times and many ribbons of blue, red and green
being awarded to our place getters. Wynnum finished the day in 3rd place, which is a fabulous outcome, but I
truly believe if an award was given for the loudest cheers and the most passionate war-cry, we won hands down.
Back to Menu
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Thank you to all of our swimmers for your outstanding manners and sportsmanship on the day and the parents
who came and cheered not only their own children but every Wynnum student. A huge shout out also to
Samantha Atchison for her assistance and parents Jane Schooley, Aki Blakely and Donna Jenson for time
keeping.

Interhouse Cross Country
Date: Friday 26 March
Venue: On Campus
Times:
9:00am – Year 6 Boys
9:10am – Year 6 Girls
9:20am – Year 5 Boys
9:30am – Year 5 Girls
9:40am - Year 4 Boys
9:50am – Year 4 girls
10:00am –Year 3 Boys
10:10am – Year 3 Girls

Distance: 1km
Top 10 students in years 5&6 will run
2km
Dress: House/sport shirt
Shoes are compulsory –
Runners may be worn but no
spikes/tags allowed.
Students are urged to have a water
bottle, which is clearly named.
Students are expected to wear hats
before and after their race. Students
do not have to wear hats
during their race.

Parent Spectators:
Parents are invited to attend, but
will need to comply with COVID
guidelines, and view the event
from the designated seating on the
terraces. Parents will be required
to sign in on the COVID register
provided.

P&C NEWS –
Thank you to everyone who attended last week’s AGM where a new P&C Executive
Team was voted in:
President: Sophia Holt
Vice-President: Clair Seymour-Blok
Treasurer: Marilyn Myers
Secretary: Antje Taylor

Save the date

After a year like no other (2020), the P&C
Executive Team is looking forward to this year
with exciting events and fundraisers – all going
towards raising money to buy new laptops for
our students! The committee has great events
planned, such as Bingo and Trivia nights for
parents and the legendary Fun Run for our
students!

Saturday 8 May 2021
Bingo Night at the school
Please join us for our first
fundraiser of the year! More
details to come in the next
newsletter!
Back to Menu
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It is not too late to join the P&C for 2021 as a member – please complete the membership form or attend the
next P&C meeting 20 May 2021. However, you do not need to be a member to volunteer and help at any of
the upcoming events or the Cafeteria!
‘I am very excited to be part of the P&C
Executive Team again and work together with
all our wonderful volunteers, ladies from the
Cafeteria and the school leadership team.
When we volunteer, we do it because we want
the best for our children – it takes a village!’
Sophia, P&C President (preparing to be
slimed at the Fun Run 2020)
Cafeteria update - Thank you to everyone who participated
in our Mad Monday ‘Story Dogs’ Meal Deal. We had a
whopping 268 orders and are very excited to give our
donation, including a generous contribution by Joan Pease
and Peter Cumming, to the Story Dog Program, so that
more children can benefit from reading with Boss, the Story Dog.
Thank you also to our new volunteers! Your support is very much appreciated and needed!
If anyone else is keen to assist, please see Julie at the Cafeteria!
Please note that there will be no sushi in the last week of term.
Student Banking Program Commonwealth Bank - available each Thursday. Children who deposit money into
their Youthsaver account through School Banking earn Dollarmites tokens, which they can save up and
redeem for rewards. The program also contributes to our fundraising. Students need to drop their Dollarmites
deposit books cafeteria before school Thursdays. For further details please visit
www.commbank.com.au/schoolbanking
Wynnum Wahoos Amateur Swim Club The 2020/2021 Season is coming to an end. This Friday, the Wynnum
Wahoos will have their End of Year Celebration, celebrating all swimmers, lots of personal bests, friendships
and the club’s volunteers. On Sunday, the club will have their Championship Day where swimmers will compete
against each other in their relevant age categories and get awarded for all their hard work over this season.
P&C Information Links:
https://wynnumss.eq.edu.au/our-community/pandc (Who we are/Membership Form/Cafeteria Menu/Uniform
Price List)
https://wynnumss.eq.edu.au/facilities/canteen (Cafeteria opening hours/menu/contact)
https://education.qld.gov.au/student/Documents/smart-choices-strategy.pdf
QSchools – In Wynnum State School, click ‘Canteen’ for opening hours/menu/contact or ‘Uniform shop’ for
dress code/opening hours/contact
www.commbank.com.au/schoolbanking
www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/22750n3
WYNNUM WAHOOS Amateur Swim Club – Enquiries to Paul Sheather and Craig Wilson, P&C Subcommittee
Chair, via wynnumwahoos@gmail.com.
UNIFORM SHOP – Online ordering is available visit www.flexischools.com.au, enter ‘Wynnum State School’,
follow the prompts. Merchandise will then be presented to your child after online purchase. Julie Taylor, P&C
Operations Manager (MEGA-BITE & Uniform Shop) on 0449 804 427
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SCHOOL CALENDAR 2021

MARCH
29-1 April
APRIL
1
2
19
19
26
MAY
3
6-7
8
10
11-13
14
20
20
JUNE
14
17
24
JULY
22
AUGUST
11
19
SEPTEMBER
9
13

Year 6 Goodenough Camp
Last Day of Term 1
Good Friday
First Day Term 2
Year 5-6 Three Way Interviews begin
ANZAC Day Ceremony
May Day
Mother’s Day Stall
P&C Bingo night
Premier Reading Challenge begins
NAPLAN
NAPLAN catch up
P&C Meeting
World Bee Day
Reader’s Cup begins
P&C Meeting
DISCO
P&C Meeting
EKKA Show Holiday
P&C Meeting
P&C Meeting
Rainbow Run

COMMUNITY NEWS
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